The Case of Gladys Kammerer

Gladys Kammerer

-B.S. Washington University, Mo (President,
women’s student government body)

-M.S. Univ. of Wisc. (Political Science)

-Ph.D. University of Chicago (Political Science)
-1946 - Assistant Professor, Univ. of Kentucky

-1955 - Professor, Univ. of Kentucky

Active in promoting improvement of government public service
-Consultant to Legislative Research Commission

-Member of state’s Child Welfare Advisory Committee

-On National Council, American Society for Public Administration



1956- 1957 Kammerer Elected

Arts & Sciences Distinguished Professor of the Year
(First Female Faculty Member So Awarded)
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Received Additional
National Recognition

Dr. Kamim:ré_'r %
To Be Speaker - -

-

At AAUW Jubilee -
~ Dr. Gladys M, Kammarsr” pro-
forsor. of politieal eelence at-the!
Unlveeslty of Hentucky, will pep-
resent  the -Lexington braoch of)
the American Amsocintion of Uni-'
versity Women at the assaelatisn's
Tith anniveraary fonventlon Sun-
day, through June 28 in Boston,

Mossnchuasetts, L oo IT-',_{“;? I




April 1957: Kammerer Gives Public Speech Sharply

Criticizing “Spoils System” in American (Ky) Politics
U. K. Speaker Raps Spoils System
As Special Peril to Child Welfare

- Asks Widening
OF MeriL Hirhlg

Kammerer, criticizing the Governor Chandler’s undoing of the 1952
Youth Authority Act. stated:

“Child-welfare administration “is still a field of public administration in which
prejudice and ignorance have been allowed to run rampant in many sections,
including our own state.”

“...policy in child welfare ... should be derived form research findings and
professional standards and methods and not from glittering generalities found
in party platforms.”

“...chief administrator [of child welfare services] is a technical one requiring a
high degree of professional competence which a board of professional(s) ... 1s

better equipped to judge in appointment than is a governor or other political
chief.”



07/12/57: Kammerer Learns She Is Denied Pay Raise

Because She “Criticized the Present State Administration”

U. K. Professor Who Has Opposed
C handlm Plan Is Refused Raise

T 1957
Shr Criticized

Welfare [';‘,lmngeg Courier Journal Quoting UK President Dickey:

Lexinglon, Ky, July 12 (p—
T L:I.:IL!"..L. !'..ﬂllLlﬂl_lil for 1D

years  professor of ' political “The decision 1n evaluation of services for

":l!J.Eﬂt,_l:! al the Universily of Kons

tiok, said today. ibe did et merit increases is based on cumulative data

receive o salary mru:-'r i
¥ear heeausc of her eriticism of

the Chandler Administeation, over a period of time and certain negative
attitudes have been created toward the
university by some of her statements.”

“Ithe] fact the Dr. Kammerer criticized the
present State Administration, and others
before 1t, was not the only reason she was
not given a raise in salary.”



07/14/57: Courier Journal Editorial Opinion Castigates UK ;

Kammerer Protests Violation of Academic Freedom

Freedom af_the Uniyersity
Deserves a Stauter Defense

HE FACT TIHTAT A PROFESSOR al the UnPk

versity ol Kentucky is given or refused a
salary raise is, in our :opinion, a maller o be
determined by officials of the schoal, and not
a righiful concern of the public. But when 2
professor is refused . ‘raise because she las
differed with the Governor of the slate and musl
therelore bé punished, the case becomes very

much-the public’s business.

President Dickey:

“when a faculty member creates
a negative attitude toward the
University, this does not
represent meritorious service for
which salary increase should
be provided.”

Kammerer:

First duty of a faculty member 1s
“to seek the truth and tell the
truth as he sees it and let the
chips fall where they may... A
university ought to be a truth-
seeker, even it if occasionally
seems to be bad public relations.



Upon Intercession by State AUUP (with notice to national

AAUP office) UK President and AAUP Reach a Resolution

From: Joint Press Release Statement (07-23-57
UK President Dickey, UK AAUP President Arthur Cooke

“President Dickey and the members of the AAUP all agreed on the
general principle of academic freedom as set forth in the official
Governing Regulations”

“President Dickey and the members of the [AAUP] committee agreed
that 1n cases such as these one person might honestly feel that the line of
discretion had been overstepped, while another person might just as
honestly disagree...[they] felt that they should try to find some fair and
just means of overcoming these difficulties”

“President Dickey made the proposal that a standing Faculty-Trustee
Conference Committee be established... composed of representatives
of the University faculty at large selected by the University Faculty and
of representatives of the Board of Trustees selected by that body...It
was proposed that the Kammerer case be submitted to the committee
for 1ts consideration.”

Click here to see the full press release statement


http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Kammerer/Kammerer_Press_Release.pdf

07-26-57 Kentucky Kernal Reports on Proposal to

Establish Joint Faculty-Board Committee

UK?‘,_,;_,--_“ ity - A——

roup Proposes
Faculty Co.mmzttee

A e -»..r?
UK Fresident Frank G, Dickey announeed this week that a R
propozal for o faoulty-thstee committes (o stiedy the cass of Fisee
D, Gladys Kammérer, UK pulitical sédence professor, apd all =
sucli Toture cases w: th, resalt of & meeting held s weck
wilh the un.r.ullvu committes of the UK clapter of the Em&r— L
ican Assoeintion of University Professors.

Dr, Knmmerer, who wis named
"miotinpylahied  prafensor  af
renrt ey e AFLE -und  Scipneeg
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critlelzm of (e Chosdles pemiog-
isbraliom.
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Lhe prosidont of Ghe AAUP repae-
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an B gonoral pelnciples of - ace-
demnlc frop@omn as et tarth in G
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W Doiversity”

“Tho anly polnk in disnsrecmend
was an wWhiedlser o ol Uses prin-

cipilrs hod been propecly Todiogsd
In the partioular cos: of D, Kom-
merar.”

Dr. Dlcker's wnd Dr, Cocke'y
statement yesterday on the ‘moet-
ing nlsa stoled:

"Eresilent Dickeey ﬂBﬂIlBﬂ rik:]

(Cantinecd an Fige )
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DE. FEANK (6. FICKEY

Click here to see President’s
recommendation to Board
that it form joint Faculty-Board
Committee


http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Kammerer/Dickey Announces to Board Meeting Faculty-Board Committee Sept 17 1957.pdf

07-26-57 Courier Journal Urges that the Committee

The Protectors
Also May Need

Protection

HE CASE of Dr. Grapys Hanaearr, Uni-
T'mrsuy of Kentucky peofessor wihn was
refused 2 salary raice after she erilivised Govie-
nor CrranprEn's child-welfare program, may yekt
praduce some good for Lhe University. In the
wake of criticism of hix handling of the caxe,
President Prami Dickey has agreed to appoint
a commiltee composed of trustees and Laclilby
members fo consider Dr. KAMMesek's case and
“all futyre problems of this kind."

Under the proper ciccumstances, a commitlea’

of this sort could do a great deal 1o strengihen
academic freedon at the University, and fo
assure justice to faculty members. This, in e,
could be a boon fo the schonl, which has been
Josing an unusual number of Food Ltéachers in
recent years, not all of whom, {here ix Teasan
to believe, lefl only for reasens of low pav.
Teachers al the Universily, Jilkke teseliers eversy-
wihere, need to know thal they can pariicipaie
it the normal, legal aclivilics of privale cilizens
without fear of political punisiiment.

Function Effectively, for the Welfare of the University

Bug the success of the {rustec-tacully come
mitlee depends on several important ifs. 1L can
be truly effeclive mnlfFif il is sialled wiib people’
sympathelic with the individual rights of Leach-
ers and primorily eoneerned willy theic protee-
Liom; and it can function propetciy only il it is
miven convinging eyidence thak i s free from
the danpor of poliliesl Toprisal o the svent of
a decision unpopular wilth the “asdovinistralion.

We Lrusl {hal these conditions will be made
to prevail. We alse hope that the comnutiee will
not Nmit itself 1o consideration only of Dr.
Kanisenin's cate, bat will losk deeply ivlo Uhel
whole matler of teacher treatment ol the Hl‘l'l'-j J
versity, and sludy the slatus of feacher morale
v e ewwnes. IF R does. (he commitios will



07-27-57: Department of Political Science Faculty

Rally to the Defense of Dr. Kammerer

tditor, Lexington Leader:

We, the undersigned colleagues
of Prof. Gladys Kammerer in the
Political Science Department, wish
to clarify one point in the recent
Leader editorial, namely, the im-
plication that because of her out-
side activities she has neglected
her classroom duties.

Prof. Kammerer has never neg-
‘Jected her teaching or research
duties. Her performance of these
duties has not been made an issue
in her case. She has never, {o our
knowledge, neglected her duties.
This performance of duties is at-
tested by the record of her promo-
-ions in rank.

: H. N. Drennon
41 2., Ruth MeQuown
s ~ J. E. Reeves
A%, WL O, Reichert
‘.~ J. B. Shannon
E. G. Trimble
A, Vandenbosch
Kenneth Vanlandingham.,



10-31-57 Herald Reports Announcement of Membership of

Joint Faculty-Board Committee to Hear Kammerer Case

ﬁgademxc Freedom Group

addh 03

Named At University

The make-up of a six-member,
faculty-irustes commitiee al the
University -of Kentucky to study
disputes involving academic free-
dom was announced ' yestetday.

The joint board will meet for
the first time in a week or 10
days and presumably will take
up the case of Dr, Gladys Kam-
merer, political science profes-
gor. She claimed she failed to
receive @ pay raise because of
her criticisn “of the state gow-
ernment.

Dr. Frank G. Dic}ue".u Umver—
sity president, has deelined com-
ment on individual salaries, But,
when the dispute arose last sum-
mer, he said “'eertain negative
attitudes have been created to-
ward the University by some of
her staternents."

The faculty-trustee panel was
proposed in July and authorized
by ‘trustees in  September. The
faculty named Dr. Howard
,Beers, head of the sociclogy de-
i partment; , Dr.  HRalph. Weaver,
‘baetcnulug}r department, and|
!Prof. Paul Oberst,
' to represent it

Trustee members announced
by Dr. Dickey are Hobert T
Hobson and Harper Gatton, Lou-
|isville, and J. Stephen Watkins,
{ Lexington.

The six members were named

|
}

for. one Year but could be reap-

pointed. :
Dr. Dickey said some time ago
that he -and the executive com-

mittee of the University Chapter |
of American Association of Uni- |
agreed on |
general priociples of academie
regula- *

versity  Professors

freedom  in Universily
tions, '

They did not agree, though, on |
whether ar not these principles :

were followed properly in D
Kammerer's case,

A faculty member 10 years,
Dr. Kammerer lazt year was the
Artz and Scienee Colloge distin-
guished professor of the vear,
She was considered author of the
1952 Youth Authority Act; for-
merly was on the State Child
Welfare Advizory Board and was
critical of 1956 legizlative action
in welfare changes.

D, Dickew said he took full re-
sponsibility for salary increases
and asserted interpretaiions
which implied pelitical pressures

dictated the action were false
law college, lam:! ErTONCONE, : 5
The president had =aid about

half the faculty recelved in-

creases inm all colleges except -

Arts and Science where the num-

ber was not so great. The paliti- -
cal science department is in the;

latter college.

Faculty members
on the committee:

Howard Beers
(Sociology)

Ralph Weaver
(Bacteriology)

Paul Oberst
(Law)



02/12/58 Press Reports Kammerer Upset That The Committee
Report Did Not Address The Academic Freedom Issue

U.K. Case Called
Free of Politics
- Kammerer Says Issue of Right

To Intellectual Freedom Avoided

e e ];fr&’ By The A““illfd Fl‘:!d:._
Levington. Kv,, Feh: 12—A University of Kentucky

facultv-trustee comuuttes hag held thét no ‘ouestion of politi-
cal pressure or preference existed in a salary dispute in-
volving Dr. Gladys Kammerer, political science professor

Kammerer:

The report avoided
“the basic issue - the
right of a professor
to intellectual and
civic freedom”

at U, K.

But Dr. Kammerer commented
H‘“t. the. report avoided the

basic” ‘issue—‘“the right of a
professor to intellectual and
civie freedom , . . "

The. confroversy . developed
last summer after Dr: Kammerer
charged she was denied a sal-
ary increase  hecause ; of her
criticism of the State Adminis-
tration. '

Dickey Denies Charge

1. K. trustees, -
Dr. Dieckey said he feels the

committee reporf is just and un- _

biased.

Dr. Kammerer said, *“Any
merit I may have for a salary
Increase 1s important only in the

ccontext of the much larger ques-

tion, that of the right of faculty
to speak out on public is
sucs

The four-point report said:

1. “The, responsibility for the

Click here to see the
full committee report

Click here to see President’s
report to University Faculty
on committee report


http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Kammerer/President Informs  University Faculty About Faculty-Board Committee Outcome Feb 10 1958.pdf
http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Kammerer/Report of Joint Faculty-Board Committee.pdf

02-27-58 Leader Reports Kammerer Protests

Leadershtp ‘Strait Jacket’

Lok 2227

Imposed, K%LU, Asserts

A “strait jacket upon intellec-
tual leadership™ has been imposed
in the issue between the - Uni-
versity of Kentucky and one .of
its praIessu:s Dr. Gladys Eam-
merer, - the KEI:ItElE]{}f Civil Lib-
erties Union said Wednesday.

A letter containing the com-
plaint was addressed to Robert
P. Hobson, Louisville, chairman
of a joint -faculty-hoard of trus-
tees | commiftee ,that studied a
charge made by Dr. Kammerer
that she was denied a salary in-
crease because of her criticism
of the state adminis'tratinn_a 5

The cominiitee, in a report is-
sued near the first of this month,
found that *'no’ question of pol-
itical pressure or preference ‘is
presented on this record.”

Real Issue

Dr. Kammerer, when the report
of the commitiee was made pub-
lie, said 'the real issue of her
complaint - wasg  “completely
avoided" by the report. She said
the only issue she raised was that
of a professor to inlellectual and
civie freedom.

Dr. Kammerer said, “If a pro-
fessor iz to be -given economic
punishment for darmg fo utter his

sy

wealth."

The KECLU asked that all rec-
ords of the faculty-board of trus-
teés committee be made public,
UK President Dickey said he had
received a copy of the leiter and
has “no objection to the records
being made publie.'™

He said, however, that records
of the committee study are in
possession of the committee, and
any decision as to whether they
would be made public would have
to be decided by the committee.

Hobson ' declined to mmment on
the letter,

Dr. Kammerer also declined'
comment on the letter. She said;
that she Is a member of the CLU,
but. that she iz not active in 1ts-
work. She sald the uniom's ae-
tion **was a surprise to me."™

Several professors at the Uni-
versity said -they feel that thel
records of the committee’s report
should be made public. I

One professor said he feels the|
records should be made publie,
but that after they are put in the
publie’s hands, the matr:er alwu!d
he 'fnrgutten +

“strait jacket upon intellectual leadership”:KCLU Steps In

Kammerer:

“If a professor is to
be given economic
punishment for
daring to utter his
conviction then he
loses his value as a
citizen of the
Commonwealth”



03-15-58: UK President Admits to Meeting of University

Faculty He was in “Error” In Denying Raise to Kammerer

! ? EK E ' o 1 ! Hj"”? L Dr, I'Emnrm.-re:rLi said F{'J'ir:;y

night that she knew o .

o o ea mlts ! . Dickey's statement before she

resigned from the U. K, faculty.

€he announced her resignation

Thursday night, but said a con-

Kammerer Error troversy involving her had no
- | part in it,

Dr. Dickey made his stalement

\f{lw FEEIS Illfﬂl‘lllﬂtiﬂ]l That Kﬂpt Monday at a U, K. faculty meet-

ing and released it to reporters

I‘IE ].'ﬂ'lll 1{515& WEIE Iﬂ[‘_"‘,ﬂ[‘l"ect Friday. The statement indicated
{ YToan) 4 Dr, Kammerer was in line [m* a

By The Assaci .n.d Press i :alar:,r increase,
Iemnglnn. Ky., March 14.—University of Kentucky Presi- She said Friday night that a

dent Frank G. Dickey says he feels “information which guided | Eﬂ’;{f f::;“ﬁ:“ uﬁiﬁ‘éii&!}'ﬂ 11;";'“:1

me in the determination of salaries last year was in error” | been recommended for her, ef-

garding Dr. Gladys Kammerer, fective July 1. Her resignation
s : ; id Fri is effective September 1, when
Dr, Eammerer said Friday gshe will go to the University of

night that she knew of Dr.
Dickey's statement belore she
resigned from the U. K. faculty.
£he announced her resignation
Thursday night, but said a con-
troversy involving her had no

part in it,

Florida.
Touched Off Controversy

The political-science professor
touched off a controversy last
yvear by ¢harging she was passed
over for a salary increase be-
cause she criticized the State
Administration.



ﬂr‘ Kammerer Resigns.

ts Post_In Florida

Mgy

=1 - 1"

D, D:i ‘5 I'I'II'.'I'iE':I'E"[' cernter of , Presldent [:'|E'|{E'" gaid ke felt “in-

ecEnk hmrwﬁn-:_'.'
u-:a-:lgnun freedom, haz realeped,
effective =spt. 1, 10 sooept
teaching and research position at
Florida State TTnivergity,

SThe  politicel sclience pm!ns:sn-:r

invalving

ol |

farmation '.'rhll::h guided me Iln the
defermination ol salaries iash year
waa in error,’”

03-15-58: Kammerer Nonetheless Resigns from University

of Kentucky and Accepts Position at University of Florida

I In a statement rgleassd to theg |

press Iast Friday, Db, Dickey aaild, |

""I.’n:rl-'.l_l.li Tacds brogerht out ko the

wos Distinpakhed Professor of the § sbadbes of the [acplty-trustes gom-

Year dor 1958 in
EI-I::E:-:E- Callpie,

“rhe CANATOVETSY started Last YRUT |
when Dr. Kammerer charged she
wus denird 2 =alary inereaze he-

rame che sriticteed the Clhiandler |

administration. At thal time Fresis
dent Frank G. Ddickey demiesl that
any politiczl préscare was involved |
bt he =aid Ir. Kammerer's stale- |
imends ever & perigsl of vears had |
chiised]l “had pabklie relationg" foF
Lhe Tl versidy,

At 5 March 10 faculty mesting, |

the Arts' and |

mitiae hive conrvinead o= that the
I!ull text oof staiteme=nts made by
'!_'.I-:r Eammerer give g/ i frrent
|:-||:I:1.|J'r.' of dizcussions than those
| previously mvailebie.”

| Dr, Kammerer said she knew of
. Divkey's statement before she
resiened. She zabd lver resipnmation
had nothing 1o do willh the oon-
iroversy., She aXxid =he aoeepied
the position af Flordda State be-
| couse it offered & greater chal-
| lerpe, more Lime for resserch and
& subslantial salary increase



03-16-58: Ky Kernal Laments Loss of Dr. Kammerer

Kentugky Will Miss

GRS /f rf 5
DR GIADYS KAMMERER his re51gned as

a professor of political science at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky. This calls for something

more in comment than recalling her recent-

spunky protests against an ohvious discrimina-

tion in a matter of salary because she spoke out
on puhlu: malilers.
. o labor this point, whel;her it is involved
in her decision to leave or not, would be to
belittle a more important pmnt This is the
fact of Dr. Kammerer's value to Kentucky for
her knowledge, convictions and forthright inter-
pretations of sound standards and principles.
In our hook, Dr. Eammerer has been right
in her views and because of their truth they

Dr. Gladys Kammerer

‘are bound to prevail after the present dis-
tempers and political disioriions have passed.
More admirably, she has been courageous in
expressing them, and this has helped make
them indelible.

The University of Florida will get a distin.
guished professor, not only in the terms of her
formal designation by her colleagues last year
but in terms also of measurable accomplish-
ment. A teacher who does not act on the pre-
cept of his lecture halls and texibooks when the
occasion arises (and we don’'t know that Dr.
Kavmmerer has ever failed to do this) isn’t
worth his salt. He may remain secure in his
academic cloister, but he may have a few un-
comfortable moments with himself.



At the University of Florida,

Dr. Kammerer Continued Her Career Activities

-She became the first female full professor in the U of F Political
Sciences Department

-At the University level, in 1964 she became the first woman in an
official leadership role for the faculty

-Became the first President of the U of F Chapter of the American
Association of University Professors

However, she still faced resistance to the inclusion of women in

many campus groups, €.g. the Florida Blue Key (FBK), one of the most
powerful political groups on campus and a stepping-stone to further
political office.

In 1964, Dr. Kammerer, was chosen the first woman to receive the
Florida Blue Key Teaching Award, but was not permitted to attend the
FBK Banquet to receive her award because women were not allowed to
attend.”

*Personal communication, Kevin McCarthy



Epilogue: Dr. Kammerer’s tireless efforts ended in

]

o i

Dr. Kammere

Dies In Florida ‘

Dr. Gladys Kammerer, 61, for-
mer political scienge professor
at the University of EKentucky,
died Friday in Gainesville, Fla.

She had beem a2 member of
the political science faculty at

the University of Florida since
1T4GEQ -

After her death, her many activities on national
boards and councils, including appointment by
President Johnson to the Advisory Council of the
NIH Heart Institute, were rewarded by the
American Political Science Association, with an
annual book award made 1n her name:

“The Gladys M. Kammerer prize is awarded
annually for the best political science
publication in field of U.S. national policy.”

Click here for the APSA official web page for the
Kammerer Prize

http://www.apsanet.org/about/awards/kammerer.cfm


http://www.apsanet.org/about/awards/kammerer.cfm

More Epilogue: One UK Legacy of Gladys Kammerer

In 1947, President Donovan instigated the Board of Trustees to remove

from its Gov. Regs. the protection of a hearing before a faculty
committee prior to Board action on faculty appeals reaching the Board,
saying “this was no protection for a good professor and that the poor ones
did not need to be protected. Why should they be?”

It was not until the 1958 establishment of the Faculty-Board committee
spawned by Dr. Kammerer’s determination, that a faculty-membered
committee became re-established as a protective measure for the faculty.

Because Dr. Kammerer’s determination yielded the establishment of that
Faculty-Board Committee, the committee was in existence in Sept. 1962,
to act as the shield that saved ProfessorAbby Marlatt from dismissal by
President Dickey and the Board of Trustees (see: The Case of Abby Marlatt)

Using that Faculty-Board Committee as a spawning base, the new
President Oswald supported the University Faculty Council’s
recommendation in 1964 to convert that committee into the fully faculty
Senate Advisory Committee for Privilege and Tenure, that today
hears the appeals cases of faculty....

© Davy Jones 2004 ...and now you know the rest of the story.


http://www.uky.edu/~djones/Marlatt_Case.htm
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