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SPECIAL CARE FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN
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Dr. Liz Hay, a University of Kentucky resident certified in pediatncs and adult and child psychiatry, examined a boy in Mayasandra,
India, at a clinic for children with special needs. A multidisciplinary team from Lexington has visited the clinic annually since 2009.

ITTAKES ATEAMTO
HELP VILLAGE’S KIDS

LEXINGTON GROUP GOES
ANNUALLY TO INDIA CLINIC

e By Ashley Scoby
Special to the Herald-Leader

MAYASANDRA, India — Wearing a
bright orange shirt that reflects his exuber-
ance, a 6-year—old throws around all the toys
he can reach in a cramped, dingy room with-
out air conditioning. He won’t respond to his
name, Harshit, but he likes all the noises he
can make with the cheap

3 plastic sur
:?e:ngtz:iv;j Ks Autism, the doctors and
Service Breaks  special educators think.
program eyes “Reciprocity” is a prob-
opportunities for  1em here, says Dr. Dan

students in India. L-arrow, a developmental

pediatrician at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky. That
means the boy doesn’t respond to stimuli
such as someone calling his name.
“If this were a kid coming into our Lex-
ington clinic, we'd know we have a chal-
lenge,” Larrow says.
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GM insiders

in deaths
SLOW RESPONSE IN

FIXING SWITCH ENRAGES
VICTIMS' RELATIVES

By Tom Krisher
and Paul Wiseman
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
families of those who died
in General Motors cars with
defective ignition switches
want prosecutors to go after
GM insiders responsible for
letting the problems fester
for more than a decade —
and perhaps for covering
them up.

“The only way the public
is going to be protected from
this negllgence by compa-
nies is if there will ultimately
be prison sentences,” said
Leo Ruddy of Scranton, Pa.,
whose daughter Kelly, 21,
was killed in 2010 when her
Chevrolet Cobalt veered in-
explicably off the highway
and crashed.

Family members attended
hearings in Washington last
week that stoked those senti-
ments. Lawmakers confront-
ed GM CEO Mary Barra
with what they said was evi-
dence that, in 2006, a com-

“The only way the public
is going to be protected

Leo R
whose daughter died when her
Chevy Cobalt crashed in 2010

pany employee intentionally
tried to conceal the switch
problem. And the head of
the nation’s auto-safety
watchdog said GM withheld
critical information that con-
nected the failing switch to
air bags that didn’t deploy in
a crash.

“I don’t see this as any-
thing but criminal,” said Sen.
Kelly Ayotte, R-New Hamp-
shire, a former state prosecu-
tor.

However, even if an em-
ployee or employees did
conceal information, it's un-
certain whether they would
be charged with a crime. Le-
gal experts say it's easier to
prove wrongdoing by a cor-
poration than by individuals.
The internal documents that
can be used to build a case
against the company might
be inadmissible as evidence
against individuals. And it
can be hard to prove that
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But this boy in neon orange with
the liquid-brown eyes is not in Lex-
ington, he’s in the rural Indian vil-
lage of Mayasandra. And the profes-
sionals evaluating him are part of a
multidisciplinary team from Lexing-
ton that has traveled halfway across
the world to deliver medical care
and recommendations

This annual bngade is led by Dr.
Thomas Young, a UK professor of
pediatrics and chair of UK’s Shoul-
der to Shoulder Global program,
which operates a primary care clinic
in Ecuador. Young; Dr. Mike An-
stead, a UK pediatric pulmonolo-
gist; Dr. Harohalli Shashidhar, a
former UK physician; Shashidhar’s
father-in-law, Dr. M.N. Subramanya,
a retired surgeon originally from
Mayasandra; and the Shoulder to
Shoulder Global board all helped
fund the clinic’s setup in the Indian

village.
Since 2009, Young has led several
ps from Le:ungton. consnstmg
of students and pr

Jase i PRt

multidi y ap-
proach that pulls from all corners of
the Lexington medical community.
This year saw 14 participate, in-
cluding special educators, a speech
and language therapnst pedlatnc

erapy
and other pmfessionals All but the
speech and language therapist work
in the Lexington area.

“It was a great experience to
know what each member contrib-
uted to the team,” said Ann Cooper,
a UK physical therapy student who
went on the trip. “You saw what
the doctors specifically do, what the
special educators spec:ﬁca.lly do, PT,

long-term progress was key.

“You have to have the sustainabil-
ity piece,” he said. “I didn’t realize
that when I first started. We were
just going to take residents down
there and save all these kids. Then
you realize disappearing after a
week does no good.”

The clinic’in India continues even
without its American supporters on
hand. It is staffed year-round, and a
van, funded by Shoulder to Shoulder
Global, collects children from 16 vil-
lages and bnngs them ln

The multidisci h

but also gave us the opportunity to
be a part of it.”

All those puzzle pieces have come
together to create an institution
Young and his colleagues hope will
last for years in the remote Indian
village. Although money is donated
to the cause from those in Kentucky,
they are not feeding money into a
bmken system. Rat.her. they’ re creat-

GM

From Page Al
investigation of Toyota.

GM has acknowledged
that in 2004 and 2005, en-
gineers submitted proposals
to fix the switches in Co-
balts, Saturn Ions and other
small cars, but the fixes
never were implemented.
GM says upper management
became aware of the prob-
lem only last year. A recall
of the small cars, now up to
2.6 million vehicles, began
in Pebruary.

On Wednesday, Sen.
Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., ac-
cused one GM employee of
a cover-up. Ray DeGiorgio,
the lead switch engineer on
the Cobalt, said in a deposi-
tion last year for a lawsuit
against GM that he never
approved a change to the ig-
nition switch. But McCaskill
produced a document from
GM'’s switch supplier that
showed DeGiorgio signed off
on a replacement, but with
the same part number. Fail-
ing to change a part number
makes the part harder to
track.

Appearing Sunday on
ABC’s This Week, McCaskill
said, “There is no reason to
keep the same part number
unless you're trying to hide
the fact that you've got a
defective switch out there
that in fact ended up killing
a Eumber of people on our

a system that’s self-
A theme of this year’s Mayasan-
dra trip, for example, was evaluat-
ing_ o_pporfhur‘litiesjfor overseas staff

is new to Young's pmg'ram , but it’s
a model more helpful for the Maya-
sandra ct disabilities.

speech and I It was

ing to see a team working together
that’s not spread out in a hospital.
They're all in one room.”

In that same room are all walks of
rural Indian life. There is the 4-year-
old girl who hasn't learned to walk,
crawl or even roll over. There is a
16-year-old boy with an oversize grin

“All those Is look at

has been donated to the ‘cli;lic, by
Polycom in India, and Young hopes
to use. the technology for video con-

the child through a different lens,
so we all bring our different experi-
ences and knowledge, and that's the

medical consultations and

more between Kentucky and India.
Expanding telemedicine opportu-

nitigs, u}creasm‘g the variety of pro-

Paul Rothstein, a George-
town University law profes-
sor, wouldn’t speak specifi-
cally about DeGiorgio but
said someone “caught in a
lie” could be more vulner-
able to individual prosecu-
tion.

Barra called the failure
to change the part number
“unacceptable.” She said the

p had not fired any

best way to provide t " said
Katherine McCormick, an interdis-
ciplinary early childhood education
proiessor at UK who went on this

permanently on his face and little to year’s Mayasandra trip. “The ap-
no ability to communicate. pmach is more immediate. I can ask
There are those with cerebral pal- the p th ist, ‘How do you

sy, the children diagnosed as men-
tally ded, and the sisters who

work at the clinic for a week. Aﬂer
they saw 500 children at their first
Mayasandra clinic, Young and his
group decided to specify their care
based on the community’s needs.

“We saw all these kids with dis-
abilities. It was such an obvious
need,” he said. “I didn’t envision all
this when I started. You learn and
make mistakes, and try to get better
next time.”

Young has worked with Subra-
manya in India to perfect a model
for how Lexington can bring its tal-
ents to children in Mayasandra with
special health needs, physical and
mental. i
“These children are special chil-
dren,” Subramanya said. “Before, all
they had was a label. Nobody claimed
them. Nobody taught them.”

The trip has evolved into an un-

were born deaf.

There are those who live in shacks
without running water or electricity,
and those who traveled six hours to
visit the group from Kentucky.

“Emotionally, it's difficult to see
the resources are so much more
limited here,” said Trevor Tanous,
a physical therapist at Cardinal Hill
Rehabilitation Hospital traveling
to Mayasandra for the first time.
“Emotionally, it’s also exciting to see
that we are able to identify and help
some kids get better care.”

Although the group from Ken-
tucky is in Mayasandra just once a
year, the weeklong trip has an air of
permanence in a country searching
for long-term solutions rather than
financial band-aids.

Young learned from his Shoulder

think this movement impacts the
child’s ability to learn?" and she can
tell me immediately.”

Not only does the multidisci-
plinary approach assist in treat-
¥ £ e Pl

o s
and continuing to build the clinic’s
mtrastructure are a]l goals for the

oup.

ya has offered ’a) donate land for a
new clinic, if about $75,000 can be
raised for building costs. Certified
teachers need to be hired within the
clinic, and that comes with a price
tag, too.

Plans, and passion for pursu-
mg them, abound with the project.

disabilities, but there is also an
educatlonal component for the par-
Younger profe Is get
international real-world experience.

Several Indian medlcal students
got that experience, too, working
alongside the group from Lexington
and acting as translators.

“As medical students, we rarely
get to step out of our domain and
interact with fields related to medi-
cine, fields we'd likely work w1th in
the future, too,” said Layma Ib

and Young have talked
about developing vocational work-
shops to train the clinic’s children
in skills such as baking or crafting
to help them in daily life. For that
to be achieved, the multidisciplinary
approach will continue.

“Before, these kids just stayed in
the house and were very isolated,”
Young said. “That’s a big deal to a
child’s life. I wish there was a way to
quantify that, but I think that’s what
we're most proud of.”

a student at India’s Mysore Medi-
cal College and Research Institute.
“The camp in M: dra not only

Ashley Scoby is a senior journalism
and mtematwnal studles major at the
K She was invited

demonsh:ated how effective such an -

to Shoulder trips to Ecuador that

nary approach could be,

to join the UK medical brigade in India
to chronicle its experiences.

UK service program eyes opportumtles in India

COMMUNITY LEADERS
LAY OUT ITS NEEDS

By Ashley Scoby
" Special to the Herald-Leader
An interdisciplinary med-
ical group wasn’t the only
Lexington entity represent-
ed in India during the Uni-
versity of Kentucky’s spring
break. The university’s Al-
ternative Service Breaks. or

future service trip.

While in Mayasandra,
Hermosillo met with commu-
nity leaders, the local school
and several groups dedicated
to the betterment of women
to determine what struggles
the village faced.

Many community mem-
bers wanted help with trash
cleanup, but others thought
women’s empowerment

pling in seven years.

“This year we had more
students apply than we
could take,” said ASB direc-
tor Jason Schubert. “We had
to turn students away. ...
There’s definitely a lot of ex-
citement, and we'’re makmg
a name for o

That enthusnasm has in-
creased for international
trips as well, inspiring ASB

employees in connection
with the recall. But she said
if inappropriate decisions
were made, GM would take
action, including firing those
involved.

Barra said at the hearing
that DeGiorgio still worked
at GM. The company de-
clined to make him available
for an interview.

“If you can go to jail for
insider trading and things
like that, which is just mak-
ing money, if you do some-
thing that caused a loss of
life ... (the penalty) should
be more than just a few dol-
lars,” said Ken Rimer, whose
stepdaughter died in a 2006
accident after a faulty switch
prevented air bags from de-

ploying.

But Matt Axelrod, a for-
mer federal prosecutor now
in private practice in Wash-
ington, said prosecutors face
a higher burden to prove
criminal wrongdoing. “The
forum before a congressional
committee is different than
the forum before a jury,” he
said.

The Justice Department
hasn’t confirmed that it's in-
vestigating General Motors,
but a person familiar with
the case said the inquiry
was underway. The person
didn’t want to be identified
because the investigation is

private.

Two weeks ago, the Jus-
tice Department socked
Toyota with a $1.2 billion
penalty over its recall of
millions of vehicles for un-



