STATEMENT
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

APRIL 13, 1988

The University of Kentucky Board of Trustees is saddened by the statement made
by a fellow board member at a committee meeting prior to our Board meeting
last week. We understand and agree with the concern that has been expressed
regarding this matter. We are encouraged by former Governor Chandler's

willingness to make public apologies for his remark.

Over the years, the Board has promoted and the University has carried out
numerous programs to recruit and retain minority faculty, staff and students.
As a result of these efforts significant strides have been made in the area of
human relations at the University. The present situation emphasizes the

importance of the institution continuing aggressive actions in human relations.

We are committed to the creation of an atmosphere where all persons are
welcomed and feel comfortable pursuing their work and studies at this
institution. We want to emphasize the strong commitment of the Board of
Trustees to equal opportunity and fair treatment for all. The Board will
continue to support program enhancements for the recruitment and retention of .

minority faculty, staff and students as a high priority for the University.

We expect all members of the University community to be fully supportive of

our goals related to affirmative action and equal opportunity.



UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

LEXINGTON. KENTUCKY 40506.0055

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY
CHEMISTRY-PHYSICS BUILDING

TELEPHONE 606-257.4741 ' April 7. 1988

Governor A. B. "Happy" Chandler
Board of Trustees

The University of Kentucky

104 Administration Building
CAMPUS 0032

Dear Governor Chandler:

Your unfortunate comments regarding Zimbabwe are a source of grave
concern to us since you are a representative of The University of Kentucky.

However harmless you may personally feel these comments were, they
reflect poorly upon this University which actively strives for racial
equality.

Despite your otherwise unblemished record in this area, we feel that in
the interest of the University and the Commonwealth, you should resign from
the Board of Trustees,

Yours truly,

D. Allan Butterfield, Ph.D.
Professor of Chemistry;
Director, Center of Membrane Sciences:
and Associate, Sanders-Brown Research
Center on Aging

oW

David watt
Professor and Chairman
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amamagshty He has the ablhty
to put both féet.in his‘modth. I
‘Last Tuesdaysﬁght ; duting

ittee meeting of the University of
board & trustees at whicha
Sl 1 O university Investment in South

! 'Afnca was being dlscussed, Chandler
remarked, “You know Zimbabwe is all
nigger now. There aren’t any  whites.”

Alter about 40 students marched on
" the university, the next day. demanding -
that Chandle¥ either apologize or resign
as a trustee, Chandler offéred this
“apology™

T did say it. I wish I hadn’t, T know
enough about what’s going on’ in the
world to know there’s a lot of people
who, if you call them nigger now, they
are going to object to it.”

In short, his only regret seemed to
. have been that he de th slur out
‘loud. : i
“After the apolog}f, moaned state
Sen. Michael Moléney, in classic
understatement, Chandler “went back
into the same routine agam and it
exacerbated the situation.”

As elected officials and community
leaders joined the students'in
demandihg that Chandler quit, Moloney -
disputed Chandler’s contention that the
term did not offend blacks when it was
used when he was growing up in
western Kentucky. “Mr. Chandler may
look upon those days with fond
mpst blacks recoil to

. affection, [but] m
g ‘h Fatatemen nva*eiy then and
now.” 5
"Indeed, added exmgton council

member Mike Wilsoti; Chandler’s use of
the word ":ﬂgger"in S “public meeting
far outshadowed his public
_accomplishmen fpremdmg as baseball

i

In a country that ls dedlcated to
integrated public edtication, it's awful
that Chandler’s presence as a trustee of
a publicly funded university still would
be tolerated nearly a week after he
made sucH'remarks, Furthermore, ata
time when there is widespread concern
about the drop in minority college
enrollees, sengitive trustees are needed
more than ever,

United Press lntematmnal estimated
that 100 students—about half of them

DOROTHY G!LLIAM

g Tolerance for Racism

Kentucky football players in blue and
white jerseys who pledged to boycott
the 1988 season if Chandler does not

_resign—marched the half-mile from
. ‘ampus to City, Hall on Friday, chantmg
" “Happy's gotta go, Happy’s gotta go.”

. But why should these students have
to march for his resignation? Why
aren’t the other trustees speaking out?
As of Friday, only one trustee had
publicly dissociated herself from the
remarks, Why hasn't Democratic Gov.
Wallace Wilkinson moved to make
Chandler resign? It shouldn’t take
student protests and football players
threatening to boycott the season to
make him sensitive to Chandler’s faux
pas. :

Remaining adamant, Chandler
reportedly said he would not resign
unless Wilkinson asked him to and
added that the governor told him he
would never ask for his resignation.

But if Chandler’s words about a

" far-off African country revealed the

deep—seated prejudices that seem to
shape his view of the world, they also
prompted the students to face up to
discomfort they had been tolerating
tight on campus, According to Patricia
Muhammed, a leader of student
protests; black students also want to
stop the singing of “OI’ Kentucky
Home” at all major events and will
present that demand as “an agenda of
concern,” next week, “The lyrics are
offensive,” she said.

Here are some of the lyrics of that
nifty tune, written by Stephen C.
Foster:

“The sun shines bright in the ol’

__Kentucky Home »

“ “Tis Summer, the darkles are gay

Yet another stanza contains the
words:

“The head must bow and the back
will have to bend

"“Wherever the darky may go. ...

According to Muhammed, “Happy
Chandler wants everyone to sing this

. and the basketball players and
athletes have to cry. They say it should
be sung slowly and with expression.”

Chandler’s remarks shouldn't be.
dismissed as just those of a harmless old
crank. He should resign because he has
not changed his attitude. He isin a
position of quiet power. Indeed, he has
the power to support his prejudices.
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f Kentucky Tootball team -
| protests Chandler’s sEur \

| By Todd Murphy
| Usa Topay

i LEXINGTON, Ky. — The University of Kentucky . foot- |
| ball joined the chorus of voices calling for the resignation of §
| former governor and baseball commissioner A.B. “Happy”
. Chandler from the school’s board of trustees because of rac- §
§ st remarks he made.

§  Chandler sparked the stom}—Tuesday while discussing the
§ university's 1985 decision to dispose of its investments in §

i South African. He said: “You know Zimbabwe’s all ni@er'
# now. There aren't any whites.”

i The Kentucky football team boycotted Thursday’s prac- i

tice in protest of his remark. Players plan to resume prac- §
tice Friday, but will participate in a rally calling for Chan- §
dler’s resignation. They also plan to wear black armbands i
until Chandler is off the board. '

Players said they may not participate in the spring Blue-',

White game on April 16 unless Chandler is off the board.” ™
Chandler apologized Thursday but said he was not a rac--§
ist. He also said he saw no reason to resign from the board.--




