
  

The Marlatt (and Morin) Case

Abby Marlatt

-B.S. Kansas State University

-Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley

-1945 - Associate Professor (later Professor), 
University of Kansas

-1956 - Appointed Director of UK School of   

 Home Economics
          - Begins activity with UK student YMCA;        
 
            counsels students on approaches in civil 
            disobedience toward nonviolent objectives



  

Feb. 2, 1962: Marlatt Participates In Public 
“Stand-in”To Protest For Racial Equality



  

March 27, 1962: Marlatt Publishes Letter in UK Kentucky 
Kernal Advocating Conscientious Objector Philosophy; 



  

August 5, 1962: Marlatt (and Morin) Distribute 400 
Pacifist Handbills, Advocating Civil Disobedience,                

    In Front of Lexington Churches Publishes  



  

August 8, 1962: UK President Frank Dickey Issues Press Release 
in Response to Activities of Marlatt (and Morin)

President Dickey’s Total Public Statement: 



  

Kentucky Newspapers Print Editorials                                      
Critical of Marlatt and Morin Activity

To see the entire editorial in the Aug 9 1962 Kentucky Standard, click here

http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/editorial1962.pdf


  

President Dickey Reports Marlatt & Morin Activity to the Attorney 
General of the United States, Robert F. Kennedy, Aug 12 1962



  

August 24, 1962: UK Board of Trustees Establishes Faculty-
Board  Committee To Investigate                                          

Newpaper Reports of Marlatt’s Activity 

From August 24, 1962 Minutes of Board of Trustees

To see President Dickey’s statement of procedural charge to the Faculty-Board Committee, click here

http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/procedureletter.pdf


  

Faculty Board Committee Holds Hearing With Marlatt (and Morin) 
on Sept 12 1962; Official Transcript is Made

First page of transcript; for entire transcript click here

http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/transcript.pdf


  

Sept. 18, 1962: Board’s Committee Reports to BOT; Reviews 
UK Tenure Regulations; Recommends Against Punitive Action

From Sept, 
18, 1962 
Minutes of 
Board of 
Trustees

To see full 
committee 
report, 
click here

http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/committeereport.pdf


  

Prior to Sept 18 1962 Board Meeting, President Dickey Prepares for 
the Board a Recommendation, That Is Not Publicly Disclosed,        

That The Board Ought to Terminate Marlatt (and Morin)

(from pgs 1, 4 
and 5; to see 
the entire   
five page 
recommendati
on, click here)

http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/unpubrecommendation.pdf


  

Sept. 18, 1962: Board of Trustees Receives Petition Signed 
by 15 Private Citizens That Urges Dismissal of Marlatt 

(and Morin) from the University of Kentucky
The Petition Stated:
Marlatt (and Morin) by urging citizens to refuse to register for the 
military draft, violated the Universal Military Act, Section 462 of 50 
United States Code Appendix, that forbids anyone to aid, abet, or 
encourage another person to evade Selective Service registration, under a 
maximum penalty of five years in prison or $10,000 fine or both.

The Petition Charged:

“We charge that the foregoing acts constitute incompetency, neglect of, 
or refusal to perform his duty or immoral conduct as provided by KRS 
164.230.” 

The Petitioners Requested:

That the Board consider these as formal charges against Marlatt (and 
Morin) take formal action on these charges against the two individuals

(To see the actual petition, click here)

http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/citizenpetition.pdf


  

Chair of Board of Trustees (Governor Bert Combs) states:
“They should be fired for incompetence…rather than being tried for something that 
could martyrize them.” 
Chair of Board Advisory Committee (Robert Hillenmeyer) states:
“No university professor…should operate under the cloak of academic freedom to 
destroy a form of government which guarantees that freedom.” 
Board Member Clifford Smith states: “…all of these freedoms [of speech] are subject 
to restraint for the public good…To advocate open defiance of the law is something 
that no court has yet approved.”
Board Executive Committee Chair (Ralph Angelucci) noted that a professor’s 
position in the community “imposes special obligations” and he then offered the option 
that Dr. Marlatt be removed from her post as Director of the School of Home 
Economics, since that Board action would require no public hearing.

Sept. 18, 1962: Board of Trustees Discusses the Citizens 
Petition of Charges Against Marlatt (and Morin)   

From BOT Sept. 18, 1962 minutes



  

Sept. 18, 1962: Board Decides to Appoint New Committee to 
Investigate Charges Made in the Citizen’s Complaint  

From Board Sept. 18,1962 minutes



  

Subsequent to Sept 18 1962 Board Meeting, Various University 
Faculty Groups Petition The Board In Support Of The Academic 

Freedom And Free Speech Of Marlatt (And Morin)

Sept. 24, 1962 - Petition by College of Commerce faculty 
   (to see the petition and signatures, click here)

Oct. 9, 1962 -    Petition by various University faculty members 
   (to see the petition click here)

Oct. 30, 1962 - Petition unanimously voted by Arts & Sciences 
  faculty to be transmitted to the Board 
  (to see the petition, click here)

http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/CofCpetition.pdf
http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/facultypetition.pdf
http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/AandSpetition.pdf


  

10/13/1962:UK Chapter of AAUP Undertakes Study of Marlatt Case

(to see two 
chapters 
of the 
AAUP 
report 
from its 
study, 
click here)

http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/AAUP_Report.pdf


  

Dec. 11, 1962: Inquiry At Board of Trustees Reveals 
Investigating Committee Has Not Acted On Marlatt Case

(In fact, the appointed investigating committee never met at all)



  

Dec. 20, 1962: President Dickey Declines College of Agriculture 
Dean’s Recommendation that Dr. Marlatt be Demoted (At 

That Time) From Directorship of School of Home Economics



  

June 3,1963:Board of Trustees Demotes Marlatt, Acting Upon the 
Recommendation of President Dickey and Agriculture Dean Seay



  

1985 - awarded UK's Sullivan Medallion for 
service to the community and University, 

Honored by National Conference of 
Christians and Jews for her "leadership 
fostering amity, justice and cooperation 
among the people of Central Kentucky." 

June 1999, Kentucky House of 
Representatives recognized here as a "model 
of good citizenship" for her continuing work 
with youth programs. 

Epilogue: Subsequent to Her Retirement From                            
the University of Kentucky, Abby Marlatt Received               

Numerous Accolades for Her Social Activities



  

Epilogue: Several weeks after demoting Dr. Marlatt, President Frank 
Dickey resigned as President and left the University, June 30, 1963 

New President John Oswald arrived in August 1963, and immediately began 
working with faculty trustee Paul Oberst, and the faculty Senate (Council 
Chair, Ralph Weaver), to have the Board adopt new procedural regulations on 
academic freedom to protect faculty from summary dismissal of appointment. 
On September 15, 1964, the UK Board of Trustees adopted a new regulation 
stating:
“If a faculty member on a non-tenure appointment 
alleges that a decision not to reappoint him was 
caused by considerations violative of academic 
freedom … his allegations shall be given preliminary 
consideration by the Faculty Committee on Privilege 
and tenure… Administrative personnel who hold 
academic rank are subject to the foregoing 
regulations in their capacity as faculty members.”



  

Epilogue: Several weeks after demoting Dr. Marlatt, President Frank 
Dickey resigned as President and left the University, June 30, 1963 

New President John Oswald arrived in August 1963, and immediately began 
working with faculty trustee Paul Oberst, and the faculty Senate (Council 
Chair, Ralph Weaver), to have the Board adopt new procedural regulations on 
academic freedom to protect faculty from summary dismissal of appointment. 
On September 15, 1964, the UK Board of Trustees adopted the new regulation 
stating:
“If a faculty member on a non-tenure appointment 
alleges that a decision not to reappoint him was 
caused by considerations violative of academic 
freedom … his allegations shall be given preliminary 
consideration by the Faculty Committee on Privilege 
and tenure… Administrative personnel who hold 
academic rank are subject to the foregoing 
regulations in their capacity as faculty members…”

….forty years later, we still have that regulation, 
at Gov. Reg. X.B.8…...

...and now you know the rest of the story.
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