The Marlatt (and Morin) Case

Abby Marlatt

-B.S. Kansas State University
-Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley

-1945 - Associate Professor (later Professor),
University of Kansas

-1956 - Appointed Director of UK School of

Home Economics
- Begins activity with UK student YMCA;

counsels students on approaches in civil
disobedience toward nonviolent objectives



Feb. 2, 1962: Marlatt Participates In Public

“Stand in”To Protest For Racial Equallty

Theater Sues
C.OR.E. |
In Stand- Ins

Claim Situation
May Eaus-e In]urmﬁ

Lexmgt-nn I':.j’ I-eb 21] Iﬂ"!l---
ﬂwners of the Strand Theal:re
‘here filed suit Monday to pre-
vent further stand-ins, claim-
ing the:.r have created a danger-

pus situation likely to cause |

injury or bloodshed.
. The Phoenix Amusement
‘Company filed suit in Fayette

Circuit . Court against Lexing-|
ton chapter of the Congress,
of Raeial Equality and seven |

individuals claimed tn‘pﬂ meim- |
bers, el T WA

. The individual¥ inchide a l{lp.
.-T__Iniuersitr of Kentueky official,
.a: university sociology instrue-
‘tor, and a student at the Col-
lege of The Bible here. -

" Charges Dismissed

- Breach - of - - . peace chargesi
were dismissed here Saturday |
against six C.0.R.E. members
arresfed Friday night for al-
legedly blocking the Strand's
sidewalk and refusing to move,
The suit asks an injunction
to prevent C.O.R.E. members |
from - trespassing on theater |
property or blocking its prem-
ises. Attorneys saild they will |
seek a restraining order Tues- |
day—the first step toward ob-
:,gmmg ‘a permanent injunc-
jon. .

Include Instructors
The defendants include Dr.

%W director of the |
¥y of Kentucky School |
of Home Economies; snumlug:-rl
instructor Daniel S Claster,

Bible student Daniel C. Garn-'
son, and Julia Lewis, Audrey !

L. 'E}I'E‘U"IDLI.S Bobby C. Wilhite,

and Simon W, Gentry.

The suit said the seven in- .
dividuals were being sued as|
representatives of C.O.R.E, and |
that the organization's mem- |
bers were too numerous to|
bring to court. C.OR.E. is try-
ing to force the theater to ad
mit Negroes.




N

March 27, 1962: Marlatt Publishes Letter in UK Kentucky

Kernal Advocating Conscientious Objector Philosophy;

Informed Citizenry Called

By DR .H.EB'.'L" L. MARLATT
Daan 0! The School Of Home
Ecmmtm

Mli' ﬁews of politics and govern-
me_fut. are based on the recognition
pf the:innate worth of the indi-

vidual and on my belief in the-

‘capacity for good -in‘every persen.-
I recognize, of course; that-this
capacity Hs-not- .euuall:f;ﬂemomd
in- all ‘persons.-
< T believe that we ~shnu1da-al:t.emph
‘o preserve. olr Hemocratic. form
of “government:. as “ope : which ™~ de-. |
rives: from the- will-of the people.
gnd whichseeks: to -preserve- indi-

vidual .freedoms. 50°long astheir _'
‘exercise does ‘not. deprive others .
of ‘their. freedoms. This gssumes.
& balance between freedon and re--

 Eponsibility for each citizen, and
| further assumes that the respon-
sibility for government rests with
each individual citizen.
Therefore, I believe that 1
have an obligation to participate
in. community affairs and to try
to inflnence, to the extent that
¢ I am able; the conduct and
trends of community, state and
national government. I believe
{ I have an obligation to oppose
policies and practices which, I
| believe, are not in the best in-
| terests of all people in our com-
munities—local, state, national

; and international.
{ I am particularly concerned with
|indi\r1dual freedoms as set forth
jin the "Bill of Rights,” including
-’fr\Eednm of religion and freedom of

Fl

lSIJEEr:h and expanded by f‘mther

The Basm Of Democracy

amendments to apply to all citi-
Zens regardless of sex, race or na-
tional origin. I support those who
because of religious training and
belief are conscientious ohjectors
to military service, and those who
=eftE more creative roads to inter-
national peace than preparations

for war. ¢ . )iy
© A healthy. democracy 'is based”
“om an-intelligent and informed
citizenry. This requires that all
citirens be able to get infor-
ma:ion ‘representing - the varieus-
pntm‘.s “of  view:on all” lltlbhlr riga
sues. “All teo often today the
'unmmunly available ccrmmuﬂm—."
ﬁu&aﬂuunels cover onl:r pari- of
negws and present: only one’

llnintufﬂewmzzqm

- Today. our, conumunity; iz the
‘wurld and all its mf-iz:e:na beiﬂng
to ‘one race—the humarn race.” In
this rapidly shrinking. World péo-
ples. of the rapidly developing
countries are still looking to us in
the United Stdtes for -leaddrship
in solving thell efonomie, zocial
and political problems. We can no
longer afford the lhuxury of dis-
criminating among people on the
bazis of race, color, national or-
igin, creed, or sex in areas of citi-
zenship rights (ineluding wvoting'
rights), educational, and emplo¥-
ment opportunities. housing, public
services, and accommodation: Our
potential friends in other lands are
sa¥ing to us, “What vou do speaks
so loudly; we can ntlt hear what
¥ou say." £

e



August 5, 1962: Marlatt (and Morin) Distribute 400
Pacifist Handbills, Advocating Civil Disobedience,

In Front of Lexington Churches Publishes
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Cor  MmaaniTyl
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August 8, 1962: UK President Frank Dickey Issues Press Release

in Response to Activities of Marlatt (and Morin)

President Dickey’s Total Public Statement:

In response to the questions and editorials relative to the distribution of
handbille by faculty members, the University of Kentucky doas not in any way
gubscribe to the propositions that the law of our land be violated. Ia the tradition
of this nation and in the academic setting of freedom, a citizen must be guaran-
teed ireedom of speech. In actuality, the problem in this case is not too much
one of '"academic freeadom!'', aince this termm refers to freedor in the claasroom.
Rather, it is a case of how far freedom of speech is permitted. We feel that
a grave error has been committed when advice iz given to break the laws of
the United 5States. I perscnally do not agree with the meana which have been

sugpasted for the accomplishment of certain objectives for peace.



Kentucky Newspapers Print Editorials

Critical of Marlatt and Morin Activity

’Wh{tt Abﬁui ”Academm Fréieﬂﬂm? ! \

Accmrdmﬂ‘ to IlEWS stories.the J}El’lﬂ-
bills were placed 111 churches or_dis= '____-':;
trlbuted_;n frr:bnt_of_ ur{;he.s ﬂemrd— g
ing to news st-‘:irles, _ﬂﬂrd A jﬂﬂrm, i
Jr., identified a§ an Englishiinstructor -
Ab}:iéiy L. Marlatt, el

b UIm, and Mlss

o o -

head Df the Department of-~Home- -
: Emn{:rmics at - UK,! were connected ™
with the mﬂvement Wn do not sug-'_"}--
geit th.:—lt the dlstllk?_u 1_911 “of- thls mayi
terial ‘was in .any manner CGI’l‘I’lE:EtEd
with the Unwerslt}r DI‘ that these two
faculty members wepe I'Epresentmﬁ;“':
'the umversmjr n theu:* actmns but: el
do m1gri‘e=;t thﬂt smce ":-a membr}rs of i
: t he UI{ fa::m t}r Lhe*,Ji ar;e chal ged w;.th

the I‘EEpC}nElblht}"‘ of: ﬂl’lStI‘llL,tIHE our

.vnuth the - Un:wersltv aof Kﬂntuﬂk?.-

shauld maka a th Crllll}ufrh mveqtlgatmn:_;_.:
ﬂf thls mr:ldent It; would: seer, that .

persong whc: ﬂp&nly advocate: vm]a-
tion of our’ laws, e even in: t‘hen* e:-r:tra-._'.-

curriculat- Elﬂtlvltlesl shpului rmt be'__";i'

: Entruqted tn teach m:u chlldren

CIE th e Umverﬂlty off Kentuclxy_.-;-:'

| Wanté to keep its. sLh ts cle&r of ﬂnﬁr.-_-:-.:.
"pr:rsmble charges that it is prﬂmnlmg

un- Ameucan actwltles then by - 5111-'_5.___'
means it c:fhcmls should-initiate -‘a -

'thm:qugh ‘probe . ﬂnd let ;ihe pubhc-l
_-know their attltude m mses mwl'ﬂng..-
- fdcalty members.: {4 oo by i

To see the entire editorial in the Aug 9 1962 Kentucky Standard, click here


http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/editorial1962.pdf

President Dickey Reports Marlatt & Morin Activity to the Attorney

General of the United States, Robert F. Kennedy, Aug 12 1962

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy
The Attorney General of the United States
Wazshington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Atlorney General:

I am enclosing a handbill which has been distributed on the
strects of Lexington by two University of Kentucky faculty
members., We a2re concerned because there is some feeling
that there may be a technical violation of some of the con-
spiracy statutes of the United States. The ideas that are
expressed here, indicating that citizens should refuse to
pay income taxes and should not repister for the draft, are
major points of concern. We have taken no action whatso-
ever in these cases because unless there is some indication
that statutes of the United States have been violated we shall
consider thal these staff memhers have acted as citizens
and not ag staff members and are, therefore, guaranteed
usual ireedom of speech and action.

1 should appreciate, however, any information which you might
be able to supply relative to the legal point of view in this par-
ticular question. I should also be pleased to have some add-
itional information regarding the organization '"Peacemakers”
cf Cincinnati, Ohio.

Very truly yours,

Frank G, Dickey
President



August 24, 1962: UK Board of Trustees Establishes Faculty-

Board Committee To Investigate
Newpaper Reports of Marlatt’s Activity

T. Information on Distribution of Handbills by Faculty Members Requested.

Dr. Ralph J. Angelucci asked President Dickey for a statement of de-
velopments concerning published newspaper reports of the distribution of hand-
bills in the City of Lexington requesting people to refuse to register for draft
purposes or pay income taxes under certaln conditions. FPresident Dickey
complied with the request and gave a brief resume of developments, stating
that he had made inquiry of State and Federal officials as to whether or not
State or Federal laws had been violated. He also stated that he had inter-
viewed Mr, Edward A, Morin and Dr. Abby Marlatt and that they maintain
they were acting as private citizens and not representing the University. The
attitude of the faculty was discussed and various members of the Committee
made brief statements: whereupon, a motion was made, seconded and carried
that the Chairman of the Executive Committee appoint a committee composed
of faculty and Board members to investigate and report to the Board of Trustees,
Dr, Angelucci stated that he would name the committee before the Executive
Committee adjourned, and he did later make the following designations: Robert
H. Hillenmeyer, Clifford E. Smith, Sam Ezelle, Paul Oberst, Wendell C.

De Marcus and Dr, Edmund D, Pellegrino.

From August 24, 1962 Minutes of Board of Trustees

To see President Dickey’s statement of procedural charge to the Faculty-Board Committee, click here


http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/procedureletter.pdf

Faculty Board Committee Holds Hearing With Marlatt (and Morin)

on Sept 12 1962; Official Transcript is Made
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First page of transcript; for entire transcript click here


http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/transcript.pdf

Sept. 18, 1962: Board’s Committee Reports to BOT; Reviews

UK Tenure Regulations; Recommends Against Punitive Action

R. Report of the Committee of the Executive Committee on Handbill

From Sept

Distribution by Dr. Abby.Marlatt and Edward A. Morin, : Pt
. 18, 1962

It was recalled that a committee was appointed to investigate the passing Minutes of
out of handbills in front of some churches in the City of Lexington by two members Board of
of the staff of the University of Kentucky on Sunday morning, August 5, 1962, Trustees

Mr. Robert Hillenmeyer, chairman of the committee, stated that the committee
did have a report and that four members of the committee had voted to make
‘the report as written and two members of the committee had voted not to make
the report as written. He read the reportiwhich related to the statutes involwved,
if any, the University Regulations as they relate to tenure of University faculty
and the powers of the governing body of the University. Also, he referred to
the academic freedom and political activities section of the regulations and

to the recommendations of the committee,

""Sec. 6. Recommendations of the Committee.

'"l1. The members of the committee in no way subscribe to
the action taken by Dr. Marlatt and Mr. Morin or the points
made in the handbill. While we believe that they did not violate
the Guvarning Regulations of the University, we feel that their To see full
dction was imprudent in the light of its impact upon the community.

mittee

In their position as professors at the Univer sity, they might expect com

-to have an impact greater than others, report,
"4, The committee believes it would be unwise for any charges click here

to be filed with the Board of Trustees.

A motion was made that the committee's recommendation be "accepted",
A motion was made to amend the motion that the committee's recommendation
be "received and filed". A general discussion ensued concerning the law,
freedom of personal speech, tenure, etc,, and after a thorough discussion, a
motion was made, seconded and carried that the committee's recommendation
be received and filed.


http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/committeereport.pdf

Prior to Se G;I)t 18 1962 Board Meeting, President Dickey Prepares for

the Boar
That The Board Ought to Terminate Marlatt (and Morln)

The problem of the faculty members and the student who distributed

handbille suggesting violation of federal laws is a very complex one,

Everyone of us knows that we are living in a time of upheaval throughout
(from pgs 1, 4

the world--a time of conflict and peril--a time of trial and testing for our and 5; to see

the entire
nation-~and for each of us individually. As I have stated publicly, the five page

recommendati
University of Kentucky does not hold the point of view expressed by these on, click here)

persons and I personally disagree completely,
In view of all the evidence which we have at our command and in Iight

of the investigations made by the Faculty-Board Committee, it is my belief

that tha Eaa.rél af Trustaes Bhnuld bcrminm:a immediatelx thﬂ a.E.t_mintmﬂnta

.J‘J‘
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http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/unpubrecommendation.pdf

Sept. 18, 1962: Board of Trustees Receives Petition Signed
by 15 Private Citizens That Urges Dismissal of Marlatt

(and Morin) from the University of Kentucky
The Petition Stated:

Marlatt (and Morin) by urging citizens to refuse to register for the
military draft, violated the Universal Military Act, Section 462 of 50
United States Code Appendix, that forbids anyone to aid, abet, or
encourage another person to evade Selective Service registration, under a
maximum penalty of five years in prison or $10,000 fine or both.

The Petition Charged:

“We charge that the foregoing acts constitute incompetency, neglect of,

or refusal to perform his duty or immoral conduct as provided by KRS
164.230.”_

The Petitioners Requested:

That the Board consider these as formal charges against Marlatt (and
Morin) take formal action on these charges against the two individuals

(To see the actual petition, click here)



http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/citizenpetition.pdf

Sept. 18, 1962: Board of Trustees Discusses the Citizens

Petition of Charges Against Marlatt (and Morin)

It was also called to the attention of the Board by the Chairman that
fifteen citizens of Lexington and Fayette County had preferred charges against
Abby Marlatt and Edward A, Morin and requested the Board of Trustees to
consider the charges. A long discussion ensued as to what to do with the

charges directed to the Board of Trustees by the Lexington and Fayette County

citizens,
From BOT Sept. 18, 1962 minutes

Chair of Board of Trustees (Governor Bert Combs) states:

“They should be fired for incompetence...rather than being tried for something that
could martyrize them.”

Chair of Board Advisory Committee (Robert Hillenmeyer) states:

“No university professor...should operate under the cloak of academic freedom to
destroy a form of government which guarantees that freedom.”

Board Member Clifford Smith states: “...all of these freedoms [of speech] are subject
to restraint for the public good...To advocate open defiance of the law 1s something
that no court has yet approved.”

Board Executive Committee Chair (Ralph Angelucci) noted that a professor’s

position in the community “imposes special obligations” and he then offered the option
that Dr. Marlatt be removed from her post as Director of the School of Home
Economics, since that Board action would require no public hearing.



Sept. 18, 1962: Board Decides to Appoint New Committee to

Investigate Charges Made in the Citizen’s Complaint

After much discussion concerning the law involved, the acts of Abby
Marlatt and Edward A. Morin, the reaction of the public and the unfavorable
publicity received by the University, the question of freedom of speech, the
meaning of democracy and civil liberties and the Bill of Rights, religious
beliefs and convictions, the unwise and imprudent acts on the part of the
individuals, a motion was made, seconded and carried that a new committee

be appointed, composed of three members of the Board, to report what action
the Board should follow in connection with the charges filed by the citizens,
The Chairman of the Board appointed Wendell Butler, chairman; Dr. R, W.
Bushart and Aubrey J. Brown, members of the committee.

From Board Sept. 18,1962 minutes



Subsequent to Sept 18 1962 Board Meeting, Various University

Faculty Groups Petition The Board In Support Of The Academic
Freedom And Free Speech Of Marlatt (And Morin)

Sept. 24, 1962 - Petition by College of Commerce faculty

(to see the petition and signatures, click here)

Oct. 9,1962 - Petition by various University faculty members

(to see the petition click here)

Oct. 30, 1962 - Petition unanimously voted by Arts & Sciences
faculty to be transmitted to the Board

(to see the petition, click here)



http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/CofCpetition.pdf
http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/facultypetition.pdf
http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/AandSpetition.pdf

Marlatt-Moriti LL,
-Placeﬁ Under (i(
By AAUP Chapter

' A study of the case of two Um-].
 versity of Kentucky faculty mem- |
bers, Dr. Abby Marlatt and Ed-
Ward A. Morin Jr., was turned
over to a commlttee of the UK
chapter, American Association of
Umver51ty Professors Friday.

‘Dr. Marlatt, head of the De-
partment of - Home Economics,
and Morin, an English instructor,
have been under criticism since

they ‘took part in distributing|

handbills- last August advocating
non-payment of income taxes and
refusal to submlt to the draft
laws. '

Dr. Wagner president of the
chapter, said the group’s com-

mittee on - academic freedom,
headed by Dr. Morris Clerley,.
would study the matter and make |
a report to the chapter’s. directors. |

10/13/1962:UK Chapter of AAUP Undertakes Study of Marlatt Case

(to see two
chapters
of the
AAUP
report
from its
study,
click here)


http://www.as.uky.edu/biology/faculty/djones/PDF/5/5.xiii/Marlatt/AAUP_Report.pdf

Dec. 11, 1962: Inquiry At Board of Trustees Reveals

Investigating Committee Has Not Acted On Marlatt Case

Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the University of Kentucky, December
11: 168,

T. Dr. Abby Marlatt,

Mr., Sam Ezelle asked for the status concernin
about Dr. Abby Marlatt.
was available,

: g the controversy revolving
He was advised that no change existed and no report

(In fact, the appointed investigating committee never met at all)



Dec. 20, 1962: President Dickey Declines College of Agriculture
Dean’s Recommendation that Dr. Marlatt be Demoted (At

That Time) From Directorship of School of Home Economics

il gﬁ“q‘i- ARy b gl B Yl

Dwkey Refuses To Remove

o - o T2y

Hgme-Economlcs H ead
£

P*‘;' itive’ . !

'The ‘presldent said he asked

:DELEH Seay to talk with Miss
_._'._l -&r
3 ﬂb leEEI' dfi

‘Marlatt about their differences..
s Jﬁh"‘ i g

This talk took place on Janu-

ary 7. Miss Marlatt said she
In“*ane Nl}iﬂ
- '- '._1- Ihi_"!"'%uw .I_ o ﬁj

LRI Bg il
{;’J By . :l]l'll 11METD‘T“ B 1 5

"ﬁ-ﬂlrhr-.lnumﬂ l-'l'l-l-'ll'ilﬂ- Bura ll-l1
ﬁ]:.e:mgtu'n""lf ‘Dec. 19— ";'
]‘m?efrmty of Eentur:l::.r PIE..'!:I.-
{ent i‘m,ﬂ: G. Dickey Has wer
.ued a ‘rﬂ‘i:ummenﬂﬂtlnn th J:e-
nmren .r:-:iintru?eraial ]]'r. ~Hl|-
[dariatt as: ‘head of the. Echuul
f Homé Economics. |

r 'hl.'-'l"h e il

then informed the Kentucky

Civil Libertiés union and the,

17. K. Branch of the American |
Association of University Pro-|
fessors of the recommentation.

~Neither Dean Seay nor Miss
Marlatt would enumerate the
particulars on which he based
his recommendation to replace
her.

However, she said they “in-
volved my lack of administra-
tive leadership and failure to
utilize normal channels of
communication.”



June 3,1963:Board of Trustees Demotes Marlatt, Acting Upon the

Recommendation of President Dickey and Agriculture Dean Seay

U. Of K. Demotes
Dr. Abby Marlatt

b-85 -3

Eﬂl:li!‘dnu rral !..Il.l:tl‘l:::. Bureau
. Lexington, Ky., June 4.—The University of Kentucky

Cuesday removed Dr. Abby L, Marlatt as director of the
school of Home Economics, effective September 1.

Ui K."President Frank G. Dickey emphasized that his
iction had nothing to do with Dr. Marlatt’s passing out &S
yacifiest. h:mdhﬂls at Lexington churches last summer. DR. ABBY L. MARLATT

In an interview last Decem-
-her,.LMLas Marlatt said the uni-
versity's  dissatisfaetion with
her work “involved my lack
‘of administrative leadershin
and failure ‘to utilize normal
channels of communication.”
. Asked to - define *“normal
‘channels,” she said she ref.
ferred tn infernal procedures
and ﬂci’mmtatr-atwe matters.




Epilogue: Subsequent to Her Retirement From

the University of Kentucky, Abby Marlatt Received
Numerous Accolades for Her Social Activities

1985 - awarded UK's Sullivan Medallion for
service to the community and University,

Honored by National Conference of
Christians and Jews for her "leadership
fostering amity, justice and cooperation
among the people of Central Kentucky."

June 1999, Kentucky House of
Representatives recognized here as a "model
of good citizenship" for her continuing work
with youth programs.




Epilogue: Several weeks after demoting Dr. Marlatt, President Frank

Dickey resigned as President and left the University, June 30, 1963

New President John Oswald arrived in August 1963, and immediately began
working with faculty trustee Paul Oberst, and the faculty Senate (Council
Chair, Ralph Weaver), to have the Board adopt new procedural regulations on
academic freedom to protect faculty from summary dismissal of appointment.
On September 15, 1964, the UK Board of Trustees adopted a new regulation
stating:

“If a faculty member on a non-tenure appointment
alleges that a decision not to reappoint him was
caused by considerations violative of academic
freedom ... his allegations shall be given preliminary
consideration by the Faculty Committee on Privilege
and tenure... Administrative personnel who hold
academic rank are subject to the foregoing
regulations in their capacity as faculty members.”
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New President John Oswald arrived in August 1963, and immediately began
working with faculty trustee Paul Oberst, and the faculty Senate (Council
Chair, Ralph Weaver), to have the Board adopt new procedural regulations on
academic freedom to protect faculty from summary dismissal of appointment.
On September 15, 1964, the UK Board of Trustees adopted the new regulation
stating:

“If a faculty member on a non-tenure appointment
alleges that a decision not to reappoint him was
caused by considerations violative of academic
freedom ... his allegations shall be given preliminary
consideration by the Faculty Committee on Privilege
and tenure... Administrative personnel who hold
academic rank are subject to the foregoing
regulations in their capacity as faculty members...”

....forty years later, we still have that regulation,
at Gov. Reg. X.B.8......

...and now you know the rest of the story.
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